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Commissioners notes:  

 

More email news Bruno added onto stuff. Plus, my acceptance letter into the FBN. Team roster, schedule and more from 

1985. 

 

We welcome back Rich Hamel as our 6th backup member. Rich Hamel (04/13/2020) 29 Ledge Hill Road Southborough, 

MA 10772 cell 617-721-5796. rich.haml1615@gmail.com. Welcome back. I hope Boris the Brain is doing well. 

 

 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 

place  Team W - L pct gb   home 
home 

pct 
away 

away 
pct 

last 
update 

1 Milford Dogfish 35 - 5 .875 ---- 15 - 5 .750 20 - 0 1.000 4/15 

2 California Dreamers 25 - 11 .694 8    16 - 4 .800 9 - 7 .563 4/15 

3 Hotlanta Possums 24 - 12 .667 9    14 - 6 .700 10 - 6 .625 4/15 

4 New Hampshire Hogs 24 - 16 .600 11    13 - 7 .650 11 - 9 .550 4/15 

5 Louisville River Bandits 21 - 19 .525 14    7 - 9 .438 14 - 10 .583 4/15 

6 Alpharetta Aces 20 - 20 .500 15    13 - 7 .650 7 - 13 .350 4/15 

7 Lake Wobegon Whippets 16 - 20 .444 17    9 - 11 .450 7 - 9 .438 4/15 

8 Yorktown Admirals 17 - 23 .425 18    10 - 10 .500 7 - 13 .350 4/15 

9 Baton Rouge Silver Bullets 15 - 21 .417 18    6 - 10 .375 9 - 11 .450 4/15 

10 Urpaign Dragons 15 - 29 .341 22    9 - 15 .375 6 - 14 .300 4/15 

11 Arsenal Gunners 13 - 27 .325 22    6 - 14 .300 7 - 13 .350 4/15 

12 Atlanta Senators 7 - 29 .194 26    5 - 15 .250 2 - 14 .125 4/15 

 

Happiness in Louisville: 

“After a rough first block and first series of the 2nd block we’ve hit a 7-1 run taking 3 from the Hogs and 4 from Atlanta,” 

said Childers. “I hope we have turned the corner.” 

 

POed Possum: 

In a recent series in Hotlanta the visiting Dogfish swept the Possums. “Only one game was close,” said pissed Possum 

manager Jim J. “We couldn’t get one freaking break all night. The wind was blowing in every time we put on in the air 

while the Doggie fish had the wind blowing out in gale force each time they put it in the air.” 

 

There’s pain in Urpaign: 

“Well, block 2 is off to a rousing start (1-7), said Bruce Gletty. ERAs of 8.29 and 6.27 for the 2 series. Utility player, 

Tommy La Stella said “Play me or traded me.” La Stella has only played in 2 games this season. “I’m 9 for 9 with 1 BB 

and a Sac fly. Plus I have a HR.” Why haven’t I cracked this damn lineup yet?” was his question. “All I know is that it’s 

too bad the rest of the team can't follow in my example.” The Bullets and Dragons split an odd series at Heisenberg field. 

Urpaign committed 11 errors allowing 7 unearned runs. 3 of the 4 games were tight, game 3 not so much. 
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NATIONAL LEAGUE 

place  Team W - L pct gb   Home 
home 

pct 
away 

away 
pct 

last 
update 

1 US Jarheads 30 - 10 .750 ---- 21 - 3 .875 9 - 7 .563 4/15 

2 Taxachusetts Chiefs 22 - 10 .688 4    13 - 7 .650 9 - 3 .750 4/15 

3 Norwich Navigators 26 - 18 .591 6    10 - 10 .500 16 - 8 .667 4/15 

4 Burlington Buccaneers 21 - 15 .583 7    10 - 6 .625 11 - 9 .550 4/15 

5 Connecticut Blue Devils 17 - 15 .531 9    6 - 10 .375 11 - 5 .688 4/15 

6 Allyn Street 89ERS 16 - 16 .500 10    7 - 5 .583 9 - 11 .450 4/15 

7 New England Angels 20 - 24 .455 12    11 - 13 .458 9 - 11 .450 4/15 

8 Klee's Klubbers 17 - 23 .425 13    8 - 8 .500 9 - 15 .375 4/15 

9 Illinois Prairie Dogs 17 - 23 .425 13    10 - 10 .500 7 - 13 .350 4/15 

10 Hazardville Powderkegs 16 - 24 .400 14    13 - 11 .542 3 - 13 .188 4/15 

11 Maine Yaks 16 - 28 .364 16    9 - 11 .450 7 - 17 .292 4/15 

12 Wall Street Barons 14 - 26 .350 16    7 - 13 .350 7 - 13 .350 4/15 

 

Gator bit’s: 

John McGraw on the Gator’s first 40 game. “I’m pretty thrilled with the early season offense”, said McGraw “Framnil 

Reyes and Matt Olson are knotting the cover off the ball.” “Our Starting Pitching has been decent but we need bullpen 

help.” GM Decker was asked about the pen. “The team isn’t quite ready for prime time. Yes, it’s known we’re still a 

bullpen away and I’m out there every day making phone calls to the other FBN teams to see if anyone is interested in 

trading relieve innings back draft picks” said Decker. “I’m prepared to move my 2021 #1 for the right guy, lesser picks for 

lesser guys. That’s all I can do for now. Otherwise we’ll enjoy this streak of good fortune and work on my plan of truly 

competing next season” 

 

Prairie Dogs on the howl: 

After getting shutout 8-0 to Maine, manager Al Logez decided the team needed a break. “I know a Forest Ranger,” said 

Huck. I only need his permission to take the team on a weekend camping trip. The lone ranger set it up for us. It was 

exactly what the Dogs needed. The Dogs came back biting at the bit taking the next three games. They outscored the Yaks 

27 to 15. “I love pitching battles a lot more than all this hitting. Give me a 3-2 or 4-1 game any day over this,” said 

Pitching Coach, Gary Peters. “But we’ll take the wins.” In game 4 of the series Matt Scherzer pitched a complete game 

striking out 17.  

In another press conference after a series with Taxachusetts where the series was dominated by the homerun (13 between 

the 2 teams). Manager Al Lopez and pitching coach Gary Peters stated again, “Home runs are fine but we will take a good 

pitching duel like we did in games 3 and 4 over the Home Run Derby we saw in games 1 and 2.” 

 

From Taxachusetts PR Dept: 

Mike Leake's 5-0 start gives him an FBN career winning percentage of .583 (119-85) which currently places him 40th on 

the FBN All-Time list just ahead of Dave Stewart, Tim Hudson, Dwight Gooden, Kevin Appier, and Bob Welch. 

The Chiefs are in the midst of 16-game road trip necessitated by the rodeo and livestock show that was canceled by His 

Excellency Ned Lamont due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“For the CT guys, this will make you feel old - 29 years ago on Good Friday, my son Sam was born.  Yikes!  He still 

remembers Rob giving him a dollar at a draft when he was about six.” 

NOTE from SOB: Jim, Sam and I cannot tell you the interest rate. If we told ya we’d have to kill ya. It’s business, not 

personal. ;-) 

 

 

 

 



More Gator bit’s: 

Defending Champs land on the beaches of Norwich-mandy…teams battle to a hard-fought split. 

Gator, Framnil Reyes continues his Rob Deer impersonation, batting .199 with 16HRs (and 43Ks), while Matt Olson has 

15HRs with respectable peripherals, lol. 

USJ, Grandal was a beast with 4HRs, .429avg in the series.  

 

Maine-e-Yaks: 

When we finally caught up with the great wonderer, Barry Shanks we asked him about Brett Gardner. “Hey, I can’t sit. If 

you want to interview me you’ll have to follow me,” said Shanks. So as Shanks was jogging from the infield to the 

outfield we did our interview. “That guy showed no respect for the left field wall when he came back wearing that 

Connecticut uniform,” said Shanks. (First two at bats back at the Habitat of Yak, Gardner homered.) 

We lost the first three but we blew out Connecticut scoring against 5 pitchers and chasing starter after 1 inning pitched 

in game four, said Shanks. “So, we sent them home on a losing streak!”  

 

Dream On: 

Atlanta visited the Dreamers for a 4-game series, Series 9 and in Game 2 the Dreamers win their 2000th FBN game. 

Dreamers won their first game (against Junkyard Dawgs) behind Pat Mahomes Sr. in 1996 (jeez...it's been a long time).  

Win #2000 - a 5-2 win over the Atlanta Senators...Charlie Morton extends his early season win streak to 8, Charlie 

Blackmon hits a 3-run homer and Josh Hader comes in to strike out the last two Senators for the save.  

Onward to 3000. 

 

Hog heaven? 

John Kruk was asked about the Hog’s and their season at the quarter mark. “Look, Ed name the ballpark after me. I don’t 

want to say anything negative about the team. They are 24-16”, said Kruk. But, after a few dozen hotdogs and a few 

brews Kruk opened up. “On the surface that doesn’t sound bad.  However, 20-4 vs teams at the bottom of the standings 

and 4-12 vs the teams vying for the playoffs. That’s bs. I had very high expectations for this team. I’m thinking of suiting 

up again. Well, only if they pitch to me underhanded.” 

Failing mark for the GM:  

Offseason acquisitions Gurriel and Calhoun have outright stunk.  GM gets a big F.   

What has gone right: 

-Playing Atlanta was fun. 

-Rookie Will Smith is leading the team with 8 HRs in only 50 Abs…really the lone shining star 

  

Kruk said that he talked with Ed Griffin and both men agreed that the upcoming interleague play better get the Hogs back 

on track, if not it will be a long and disappointing season in Hog Land. 

 

School Yard failure at KEP&W.HP: 

'Fundamentals, fundamentals, fundamentals' said Casey Stengel after the series with the Jarheads.  'We lost this series 

because we didn't follow the instructions every Little Leaguer hears every day.' Allyn St. hit .300, ERA 10.36. Bauer ERA 

from 2.98 to 4.04. Team ERA 3.57 to 4.49. One bright spot during the series. Rookie, Austin Voth racked up an 

impressive total of 10 strikeouts holding the powerful Jarheads to 1 run on 4 hits in seven innings. The run came on a 

Caratino solo HR. NOTE: The Jarheads hit .384 for the series ... led by Jeff NcNeil who hit .813 and scored 8 runs!!! 

Team Notes: Trevor Bauer passed Josh Johnson for 8th All-Time with his 954th strikeout. It was in a 12K’s losing 

performance at Norwich. Bauer is still one win away from passing Johnson for 7 th place on the team’s All-Time wins list. 

Eddie Rosario played in his 600th game. Jose Ramirez scored his 400th run and had his 90th homerun. Robinson Cano’s 

2400th hit was a single. 

 

Blue Devil Blues: 

The Buccaneers stormed into the DevilDome and walloped the Blue Devils. “Clemente and his gang of thugs showed no 

mercy,” said Don Mattingly. “We had a nice game going in game one. It was 1-1 after 5 but, noooo. The Bucs kicked our 

butts going away 7-3.” “Next game we forget how to hit with men on base as we left 14 men stranded, Ugghhhh.!” “Yeah, 

game 3 was a complete embarrassment for us. Burlington scored 7 runs in the top of the 1st  and you would think they 

would be happy. No, not Clemente. They go on and crush us 14-0. I’ll remember this series the next time we meet, said 

Mattingly. Note: Blue Devils are now scoreless for 19 innings in a row! 

The blue Blue Devils break their scoreless string getting getting 3 runs in the bottom of the first of game 4. “Once the 

team remembered how to score things turned around for us,” said Mattingly.for a 3-2 lead.  Blue Devils salvage a game 

winning 9-3. Announcer and score keeper, Dave Gineo said, “With these embarrassing stats the team was lucky to get one 



win today.” Blue Devils batted .185 for the series, 7.25 ERA and were out homered 8-1. “Next we go to Taxachestts. It 

could get ugly.” 

After taking 3 games on the road vs. Maine and getting back to .500, Blue Devils continue on the road into War Memorial 

Coliseum against the Chiefs. Surprising pitcher’s duel between Jake Arrieta and Jon Lester in one ends 6-2 CT. 

Game 2 – Undefeated Mike Leake (5-0) took the mound for the Chiefs against Zach Eflin. CT 8-7 win. 

Game 3 – A CT 3-2 win. 

Game 4 – Beer League softball as the teams combined for 24 runs and 31 hits with NO HR’s in a 14-10 TX win. 

“With the surprising series win, said Mattingly, it’s going to help our confidence going forward. We can play with the big 

boys.”  

 

How I got into the FBN. 

I saw a league notice in the Review. Sent in reply. Asked for the worst team available. Lied that my wife loved Strat. Got 

accepted. Below you will see the acceptance letter from Steve Walters, the commissioner of the FBN. In the letter he also 

gave me my roster. There is a sheet with practice lineups. Also, during a Liberty Mutual sales meeting I made some notes. 

But, you’ll see what I was really interested in. Yup, on my FBN team. Also, included is my team schedule. When you 

played a team at home your opponent also played your away games at the same time. Before the season started I traded 

Mike Smithson for Houston Jimenz. Looking back at here stats (Smithson 252 innings and he played five more seasons. 

Two good ones in ’85 and ’86.) Jimenz 298 at bats .201 average out of baseball for the next two years. Comes back in ’87 

for 7 at bats and in ’88 for 22 at bats.) not very smart trade. I wanted a 2 at short. Never played the advance so didn’t 

realize 2e31 would hurt because to the errors. It was still better than my 4e8 at short. Yeah I know. I got hosed. lol   

My first PP’s: Bruce Kulter from TEEM gave me my first Penalty Points, now called –BP’s to soften the blow, lol. He 

said my road instructions were confusing. I called Steve to protest. Steve said, “Sorry, a manager has the right to access 

PP’s for confusing road instructions.” I asked Steve if Bruce had charged him PP’s based on Steve’s RI. Did Bruce think 

that his RI were confusing. Steve said no. I told Steve that my road instructions were copied exactly from Steve’s. The 

only difference were the players in the instructions. I figured I had presented a good case and that Steve would side with 

me and the PP’s would be removed. Nope. Steve said he would not back me. Lesson learned. I was the new “kid” on the 

block and he wasn’t going to rock the boat with a veteran member. The league ran differently back then.  

 

If you have nothing special to do because of being self-quarantined and you want an interesting read, you should read 

Scott Ellis’s History of the FBN. Scott did a great job writing about the early days of the FBN. The complete history is on 

our website. 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 





 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 
 
TRANSACTIONS: 

1.  

 

 

2020 –FBN CALENDAR of EVENTS  
1. Follow the chart at the bottom of your team schedule. 

2. Dues month July. 

 

Minus Bonus Points:  none 

 
Year to Date:  none 

 

 

 

 


